THE NEW SOUTH

helped to check this cityward movement, and, on
the whole, the educational, economic, and social
standards of the country districts generally are
higher than they were ten years ago.

Generally speaking, the South is a law-abiding
section. This is true even when the negroes are
included, and as the prohibitory laws are enforced
more strictly, it is becoming increasingly true. The
chain gang which was so common years ago has
been discontinued in hundreds of counties, chiefly
for lack of convicts, though partly for humanitarian
reasons. The offenses of the negro were, for the
most part, petty larceny, gambling, and offenses
against public order. Affrays are certainly less
frequent since the spread of prohibition, and lar-
ceny seems to be decreasing, though statistics of
crime are few and unreliable. The gambling is
usually nothing more than "craps," or "African
billiards" as they call it now. Among the whites,
offenses against property are few. In many rural
counties a white man is seldom charged with theft,
fraud, or forgery. A white man is occasionally
arraigned for "disposing of mortgaged property/*
or for malicious mischief, including the destruction
of property.

The homicide rate, however, is high.    Generally